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Charles Poe: A legacy of Community Support  
Charles Poe is a son of Auburn.  He was born and 
raised in Auburn, he is married and raising a family 
in Auburn and he is a successful businessman and a 
community leader in Auburn.  

Charles believes that his experiences growing up in 
the Auburn Community have deeply shaped who he 
is and his commitment to give back to his community.  
“I remember going to all the community celebrations 
here in town when I was a kid. My dad would be vol-
unteering at the Kiwanis’ booth making pancakes 
and there was such a strong feeling of community 
here in Auburn. I was influenced by those times and 
have always thought that being part of a community 
means that you have a responsibility to give back to 
that community.  

Charles began his work with the AYR Board in the 
early 1990’s.  He was a member of the Kiwanis Club 
of Auburn and became aware of the agency through 

his mentor Fred Hel-
ser and fellow Ki-
wanian Dick Brug-
ger, the former Ex-
ecutive Director of 
AYR.  “I knew these 
guys and knew sev-
eral other people in-
volved with the or-
ganization and I 
heard a lot of good 
things about AYR 
and the work they 
were doing for kids in the community. I have a lot of 
empathy for kids. They are often put in really bad 
situations and lack the life experience or opportunity 
to move forward with their lives. I’m happy to be  
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14th Annual AYR-EYFS Golf Tournament   
�Universal Refrigeration returned for the tenth con-
secutive year as the overall event sponsor for the 
14th Annual AYR Golf Tournament. The tourna-
ment was played July 23rd at the Washington Na-
tional Golf Course.  

This year’s AYR-EYFS’ Golf 
Tournament was again co-
chaired by AYR-EYFS Board 
Members Charles Poe and 
Gary Venn. Thanks to the 
financial support of individu-
als like Steve Raeder from 
Universal Refrigeration, this 
year/s tournament was an 
overwhelming success and 

grossed over $5,000. The annual event’s proceeds go 
to support the services that AYR and EYFS provide 
for the children and families of South King County. 

Other sponsors for this years tournament include: 

Kyle Thomp-
son, Comcast, 
Valley Bank, 
Propel Insur-
ance, Columbia Bank, V. Van Dyke, HBT Insurance, 
Spectrum Sign, Ash Grove Cement, Transit Plumb-
ing, ICON Materials, East Jordan Iron Works, Au-
burn Mechanical, Lafarge North America, Peterson 
Brothers, Inc, Utility Vault, Poe Construction, Ser-
vice Paper Company, Fitchitt, Benedict & Clark, 
Johnson, Stone & Pagano, Dr. Kim Anardi, Kirby 
Electric, Valley Pontiac-Buick-GMC, and Valley Nut 
& Bolt.  Cash and In-Kind Donors of this year’s 
tournament include: Arlista Holman, Carla Martin, 
Dzingle’s Landscaping, Costco of Covington, Fred 
Poe, Poe Construction, and Charles & Lisa Poe.  
Our special thanks to all of these sponsors and do-
nors.  Many have been golf tournament sponsors for 
over the past decade. We are gratefully thankful for 
their continued support of both AYR and EYFS. 

Charles Poe 

1st place team of Ryan Hills, 
Mark Johnson and Michael 

Hursh 



monthly donation 
for years, service 
clubs and others fre-
quently provide 
funds as well as la-
bor to improve and 
renovate facilities in 
the agency. 

Please know that all 
of the work you do 
for or on behalf of 
our agency in any 
form is sincerely appreciated.  Our commu-
nity has needs that are increasing on a daily 
basis. The partnership that you form with 
AYR speaks to these needs and helps many 
young people and their families overcome 
extremely difficult life events.   

Thank you again. 

 

 

Jim Blanchard, Executive Director 
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President: 

Arlista Holman 

Vice President: 

Leonard Green 

Treasurer: 

Sue Benedict 

Secretary:  

Charles Poe 
 

Immediate Past 
President: 

Chuck Booth 
 

Board Members: 

Bob Karnofski 

Dr. Kim Anardi 

Cyril Van Selus 

Franklin Yi 

Pat Burns 

Gary Venn 

Megan Farr 

Ken Rhoades 

Michael Hursh 

D.J. Eddins 

Krista Riemer 

Joe Fain 

Leslie Killsgaard 

Lisa Conners 

Natasha Moore 

The Heart of the Matter 

One of the major strengths of Auburn 
Youth Resources is the support the agency 
receives from the communities in which 
we are located.  Our history from the very 
beginning has been to be a part of our com-
munity and to be as responsive as possible 
to the needs of vulnerable youth in our area 
and the community has responded in in-
credible ways over the years. 

Many, many individuals and corporations 
work with us in a variety ways.  Volunteers 
have painted rooms, repaired fixtures, done 
landscaping, installed kitchen and bath-
room cabinets and a myriad of other work 
in the agency.  In addition, currently there 
are over 2,000 individuals and organiza-
tions in our donor data base who have con-
tributed financially to the agency. Dona-
tions come in many forms; event sponsors 
at the Valentines Breakfast and Golf Tour-
nament, funds directed to specific pro-
grams and activities at the agency and do-
nations to the general operating needs of 
the agency.  Many supporters have given a 

D.J. Eddins, a resident of Severson House 
and a student-member of the AYR-EYFS 
Board of Directors has reached a milestone 
in his life. On June 14th DJ became a 
graduate of Auburn High School. 

Many AYR-EYFS supporters will remem-
ber D.J. for his presentation at the 2008 
Valentine Breakfast.  D.J. is a remarkable 
young man and has overcome many obsta-
cles in his young life. D.J. has been a resi-
dent of Severson House for 3 1/2 years.   

When D.J. was placed with AYR he had 
zero credits in school. Through his own 
hard work and  through the support of the 
guidance counseling staff at Auburn High 
and the staff at Severson House, D.J. was 
able to persevere and earn his diploma.   

This however came with sacrifices. D.J. 
declined to return to play for the Auburn 
High basketball team so he could devote 
his time to his studies. D.J.’s hard work 
and sacrifices eventually paid off and he 
graduated with a “Silver Cord” in recogni-

tion of his high 
score on his Senior 
Project.    

D.J. remarked, “My 
mother and grand-
mother (both de-
ceased) would be 
very proud of me”. 
To his knowledge 
he is the first high 
school graduate in 
his family. 

D.J. is currently working for AYR as a 
homeless outreach peer counselor. D.J. is a 
perfect addition to the team and has the skills 
to relate to young people and the first hand 
experience in overcoming adversity and ac-
complishing goals in life. D.J. will be enroll-
ing at Green River Community College this 
fall where he plans to pursue a degree in ei-
ther communications or physical education. 
DJ is a glowing example of what hard work 
and a little support can accomplish.  We look 
forward to his next graduation day!          

D.J. Eddins 

D.J. Eddins Celebrates Graduation  
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AYR has teamed with Valley Cities Counseling & Consultation (VCCC) and  Kent 
Youth & Family Services (KYFS) to launch the Coming Up Scattered Site Housing 
Program.  The program provides 15 housing units for homeless young adults up to 
the age of 24. Coming Up is the only program in South King County dedicated to 
providing permanent housing services to homeless young adults. The unique col-
laboration combines the AYR Homeless Street Outreach Program, VCCC’s hous-
ing services and KYFS’ mental health and substance abuse counseling services.  

Since the inception of the program in May, the Coming Up program has housed 8 
young adults. This includes one single mother, one pregnant woman and a home-
less young couple. If not for the Coming Up program these young people may very 
well be living in their cars or on the streets. Katalin Hausback, the AYR Homeless Outreach Coordina-
tor, believes the program is an essential tool in getting these young people off of the streets and into safe 
and stable housing.  “The program targets young people who don’t qualify for any other housing pro-
grams. Many of these young people have histories of bad credit, mental health problems, substance 
abuse, criminal histories and prostitution.  Because of this they are typically denied housing services by 
traditional housing programs.”   

The only requirements to be accepted into the program is that the young person (18-24) does not have a 
stable place to stay, wants to live in South King County and does not have a criminal history of produc-
ing methamphetamines or as a sex offender. Participants are given the option to participate in case man-
agement services, wraparound services, mental health services, and substance abuse services. These ser-
vices help the residents build resiliency and stability in their lives and remain off of the streets.    

these many years Charles points out that, “The 
agency is still growing and changing to meet the 
needs of the community. It is always striving to meet 
the next challenge. AYR has a phenomenal Board 
that is highly diverse in the strengths and abilities of 
its members.  I’m lucky, I have a career that I enjoy 
and it provides me with a nice living. Larger than 
that though is that it gives me a means to do what I 
can for the community through my volunteer work. 
It’s rewarding to know that you as an individual can 
make an impact on your community.” 

Charles Poe is a man that has made a great impact 
on the community of Auburn through his work with 
AYR, The Green River Foundation, The Auburn 
Food Bank, Miss Auburn Scholarship Program, 
Ducks Unlimited, and countless other charitable or-
ganizations in his community. Growing up in the 
City of Auburn helped shape Charles’ view of what a 
community should be and the responsibility of its 
citizens to support that community. Through his 
work in the community Charles has left his own leg-
acy of commitment to the community of Auburn and 
has helped make it a better place for all.   

Area Agencies Launch Scattered Site Housing Program 

Charles Poe: A Legacy of Community Support 
(Continued from Page 1)  

affiliated with an agency that helps these young peo-
ple.”  

Soon after joining the board, Charles worked with 
several others in organizing the first AYR-EYFS’ 
Golf Tournament. The first tournament raised about 
$1,500 for the agency.  Through Charles’ hard work, 
determination and stewardship, the annual golf 
tournament is in its 14th year and now annually 
grosses over $50,000. “These tournaments have had 
a tremendous impact on our ability to provide ser-
vices.” said Jim Blanchard (AYR Executive Direc-
tor). “The tournament and the breakfast allow us 
the ability to provide services when funding falls 
short and this means we don’t turn clients away be-
cause they cannot pay for services. Much of this 
credit goes to the hard work of our board members. 
Charles is a glowing example of that kind of commit-
ment. I can call him up to ask advice or ask him to 
join an advisory committee and he’s there.”    

When asked why he has been involved with AYR 

Katalin Hausback 
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Event Sponsor: 
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Valentine Breakfast Sponsors 
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